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Swift-Find is a global en-line registry of valuables that is committed to helping with the identification and recovery
of Nezi-Era looted art. The Swift-Find Looted Art Project is an extension of the Swift-Find service and contains the
largest online international database of looted cultural property that can conduct searches in real time. The informa-
tion is accessible to the public from the Swift-Find looted art project website at www.lootedartproject.com. There is
no charge to use the Swift-Find looted art project website for those who are legitimately searching for looted objects
including museums, government agencies and claimants. The commercial section of Swift-Find charges third parties
for searching the database. The costs are listed on the Swift-Find website at www.swift-find com.

I. Background

® Several agencies hive commendably put infosmation anfine,
but because of both funding and technological mitations,
many of thewe websites have been unable to reach their full po-
tential, The Swift-Find Looted A Project is a signibcant lip
forward in helping 1o identify and recover looted cultural pro-
pierty chue 1o e amount of data we search and welbsite's advan-
cind features,

Sanfi-Find receives information about looted items from go-
VEIMINENT AQEncies, Jucthon houses, museums, rebevant on-lme
databases and seraces, and onginal cwmers. There are currently
owpd 30,000 searchabde Magi-Era booted obpects in the database
along with access 10 several thousand mane objects. We have
been working with individuals and agencies that have infoarma-
tion about looted items, but have sither not pableshed their re-
search onling of only done 5o in a limited fashign, to enter their
information inta the Swift-Find looted ant database, This allows
thie cumulabed information te b available from a siogle ste

Sweift-Find i also working with Sotheby's who e providing
wrswith thousands of looted obpects that they have gathered over
the years that have not been digitised. These include wartine
auction catalogues from large auction house such s Paul Graupe
and Hani Lange. Once these ane entered into our database, it wall
b the first timae that theey wall be accessible 1o a lange avdicnoe.

it is important that the information Swilt-Fimd acquines is
avallable 1o a% wide an audience as possible. The more peoplie
that hanee access o the data, the moee likely it will be for some-
ane to spol & polentinlly kooted object, Alsa, the mone informa-
el that i on o database, the meore likely it will be to create a
match of a looted object with an object that someone is looking
for. This is one of the key features of the Senfi-Find dotabase,

II. Database Features

Swilt-Find's database has the ability to match data on looted ok
jects with knowm whereabouts and unknown cwmnership with
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data on loated objects with unknown whereabouts but knowmn
ownirs. Perhaps the most distinguishing featune of the database
i that it's constantly being automatically checked against ob-
jects For sabe by deaders and auction houses

Th Swift-Find datalase also has a propeictary, highly effective
wisisal matching technobagy that llows companson, seach and
retrieval of photographic images. For mstance, if a stolen painting
menely eatures in the backgrounsd of a black and white famsly pho-
o Fraem 1920, this will usually be suffickent for it o match the pectuee
acjainat a simdar oo on the database - even il the phatograph is
al an anghe of the pictune is parially obscuned. The same apples to
theee dirvensional items such o soulputres o religious anefacts

A mumber af additional innovative leatuses distinguish Swilg-
Find from the other databases which inchede:

« A global registry of looted objects that will be available in
four languages: English, German, French and Italian

» Comprehensive product listing including categones for
Juilaacin

«  Owsick and easy registration for dlaamants

+ The ability to alert the apgsropriate suthorities in real time
when a looted item is identified

Becasrse of these features, Sealt-Find offers the best chance af
identifying a looted object if it comes up for sale and of helping
individuals and farmilios search for objects that may have been
taken from them duering Waorld War 1.

When vee created the website, we wanied 1o maki sune we de-
s o st that both seasoned reseanchers and Computer noces
can carsihy use, Athaoucgh wee B e found the right bolane, we'ne
comnstanthy working toimgros cur site and welcome ol foedbaeck,

111. How the database works

We try to meake it a5 casy a5 possible for clamants and their fami-
lies enter infeomation, In many cases, dlaimants have contacied us
dhires by anad wie wialk them thaoasgh what they need o do 1o entes
clata, We ask that claimants Bl in a simpde form and then we send
theem s psernam, password and referende namiber. People can ac-

Raub-/ Beutekunst

Swift-Find Looted Art Project - Shauso fsoac

cerss Uhes Toem by going 1o wwea lootedartprojec Loom and then ¢li-
chkirg on the Report 11 Tk on the top horizontal nendgation, From
there, they click on the Roepart It Looted Bk, This will take therm 1o
a pacpe with a form to All iIn. We spent a bot of e deee kogandg the
form e rmaking suee that i°s mol dafficult or daunting ta fillin, bt
comprehensive cnogh tomake sure that the claim i legitimate.

IV. Report It Looted Form

The form is divided into six sections and includes questions de-
sgned to help jog claimants’ memodies and best desonibe the
clreumstanges of looting. Inarder o ensure that the form i not
tows evierwhelming, there ane only eight helds that e recuened.
Thiz fezern v luedes thee following sections:

« Original Cwner Information
» Object Acquisition Information
Lootind Osject Information
Presviows Cladm Information
Previows Besearch Infarmatiaon
Proof of Osenership and Documentation

We alio Mk people entedng claims to provede us with an e
il acckress so that we can send them their bog-in details. The
completed form is then vetted by the Swifi-Find staff wiho send
clasmants a uscmname, pasoeond and unigue referenoe number
aleng with a set of instructions, They can then fll in the infor-
meation themselves directly on the website. If there ane lange
amounits of data, we can elther help with the data entry or do it
Tt whvemn, bt what's nice i that this is & very quick and easy way
to et claimants enter data themselves,

V. Adding objects

Claimants can kpg into the system by going back 1o wenslooted-
artprogect.oom and clicking om the Sign-in' ink on the upper left
cormer. They will then enter their uiermams and pasiword and
click the Sign-In bastton on the soreen,

They will then be browght 1o their portliolio soneen where
they can register as many ibems a5 they wish, In order 1o add an
itern, they click on ihe ‘Add hem’ button on the top beft comer.
They can either enier Nems by category or choose from an al-
phabetical list of items. Swilt-Find has 23 main cateqories that
randge from Art and Antigues to Religious Arifocrs, Once they
have selected a category, they can nadrew down their chosces
weith opaeoas thial wee provsde Hicwr hwism, Fewr rwamplhe, i!'thqr chick
o Art and Anbigues as their main category, they can then choose
Pictures, and then Drawings. They ase then asked 1o fll in felds o
chescrib the items. These felds ane taken from the Getty Ohject
10, the intermationd standard for :'I:'-u:iil:ling culteral objpects.

Il users have any questions, there are helpful buttons thae
theey can click on whisch will edp to guicle them, Theee is also an
animated online demaonstration which gives an ovendew of en-
tering ofpects i further instructions are needed. After they finish
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entering an object, they cick on the Done’ buimon a1 the battom
of the screen. This takes them back ta their portfolio page whene
they can either enter another obgect by clicking on the ‘Add item'
button ggain, or they can repaort the object as looled.

VI. Reporting objects as looted

Adter penple have enviened thedr obgects, they can thaen report them
a5 koo, I oedier 10 dho thas, they go back 1o their portfolio and
select the tick boxed 1o the left of their items in onder 0 actvate
thiz Report i button ai the bottom of the soneen, When they chck
on the Report It button, they are taken 1o s sereen whene thisy can
report ther obsjeors s koot Thene is 4 Police Reference Mumber
fedel, which is where they can enter the Swilt-Find reference nsm-
ber pardavidied bo them by email. This madks the olyjects as booned.

VIL. Conducting a Search

Searches in the Swift-Find database can be conducted via text,
sefial number or image. Thire ic also o list of tips o help users
oplimise their weanch, Senal number searches are stradghiforwand
ared nsed 10 be exact matches. Texy scarches are open hebds that
let the user type in keyeoeds 1o desoribe the item, For image-ba-
sodd searches, users can upload an image of an e by clicking on
the Broweie” Barlon and selecting the image to be used,

After typing In a search item, such at Tintodetto in the text
fieddl, they wnll Ses thee results pages, listed by 10 results per page.
Thiey can then click on an item bo get mose detadls, incbeding full
object, provenance, biblographical and exhibiteon mifgrmation
ifit Is availabde, The more keywornds that are wied 1o desoribe an
irndge, the mcne detaibed the results, For example, a search on
the name Tintoretto retems 4.2 resulis and a search on the name
‘Hatwany' retuims oved 100 resules, but a search on Tintoreito
Hatwarny' retuwims just Deo redlts,

IF theere b5 arvy ke oof ratch with hooted art, Sweifit-Fad s1001 wall
b motifed and pass the information on to the cormect authorities,
Foor esarmnple, il 3 search was concucted on behalf of a dealer or auc-
tion hourse, we would provide the deater or suction house wath the
possible match, I a match came up on an iterm a claimant was loo
ki T, e sl eithar notify the claimant directhy o we would
natify the crganisation operating on behall of the clabmant. Swift-
Find does not get irmmobaed with research and seconery s,

VIII. Conclusion

Swwilt-Fine offacially Launched the Looted Art Project in June. Although
ol I S O B s o indormeatson, wae also know it ks
just the boeginning and there is still o great deal of work 1o be done,
These is mone data bo scourmulabe and we would like towork with as
iy data proniders as possibile, Eventually, we would like to tum
the Looted At Project webdaite into & resource for the commimity,
Howrrver, it is onby with the continueed coogeration of museunys, go-
verniment apencies anc the art rarket that wee will be able o make 4
real difference inidentifying and reowenng loobed art, =



