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Lost property

Families whose art was looted by

the Nazis still seem reluctant to pursue
their property. Shaunalsaacspeaks tosome of
the successful claimants about the return of

their stolenworks, and argues that more

needstobe donetoencourage others

In recend years, thene have been many thordes
in the pri-ss abaut art loated during the Mazi
ita. gl pq countries met 31 the Washinglon
Cortenence of HeAo Just-Lra Assets ond
unanamaousdy agreed Lhat owners of objects
aked dunng he war $houbd be endouraged
1o file claims an ary itema that had nod been
restituted, Despade a Thiery of pubbicity foPovaing
the confetence, e humber of f.:m:r:rﬂ:lmg
cliimm han been less than cverwhelming

Im the United Kingdom, a Spoliation
.E.d'.lnwy Paned wias eslablished s 20080 to
help eesoher claims for Nazi ena loated aet now
i natipnal opffections, bul just half-a-doden
claemd have Been publichy filed, and only one
has teen it way Lo resolution. This was a
comipeniation ¢laim fod Jan Griflier the Elder™,
View of Harmpion Courd Pokade, SCguined bry Tate
i igi. The Paned upheld Ehe claim and swacded
0 prafur payrmaent fo the claimant

Thee suooesFul owtoome of Ehis case might
have encourdped mone famibes in Britain tofike
clairmd. but thiy Il.v.:pn b h.'lﬁrgn S Michotas
Serolda, the Chaimman of 1he Spolation '..'-'m‘:'ﬂﬂ
Graup of the Mational Museums Direclan
Lornference, sLabed that "The iiiue of restituton
M ey dmportant one and we ane E_EII] Lt
caiars Bk e Tate's Griffier agpear 10 have been
tesaheed 5.11:5f.i'|.'!i.‘rn|:|.' | matters like this a4 =
smiporsatie 10 Syl marmy cases there will be
i Lhae furfire, but wee weould certainly encourage
apone who Teels they might haee o claim to
Coeme farwaad,

E"lg-"‘d-'u'lti'l'i"l‘i- i other counines, such i the
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toseek justice

Halocauil Claims Processing Office (HEPO) the
Commibssion for Art Recovery [both in the LSA),
arid 1he Duftch Bestitudson Comamlies i Halland,
haver been indtramental i helping Lo reunite
chsmands wilh their kot reasures., The HE PO has
filerd w3 clabma for thousands of lpoted objects
sirsCe il wiad established in 197 and they have
been able to retuimn, or (o reach a sefllemant on,
12 ibetE The Dalch Best®urbion Commities, whikch
haa been in operation since the end of 2008, hus
recened 1 restiution applications for over so0
abjects O the 14 applications the commitiee has
decided on, 1 owers rulsd in fvowr of restiulion
Families who hine had objects resioned to
them feel thal past injustices are finally being
cofrecied, These familes trael thiough an
ermational journsey, relrang Raniowing Slorkes
of death dnd swnvval during the Nazi regime
Hoswpever, the journey does ral end when the
ot ts dare retuened, They then have 1o deter-
mene what todo with ihelr heabonaens. and the
decisiont ane o waried snd unigue aseach family
in Sephember 200, Thekls Morwich wirt ghaen
hack over 00 objects that belonged to her aunt
Fnd uncle, Thekla's unchs was a prestigious beanth
Pt ard dollechor in Lepsg, whose buseness
wiat confincated by thee Moz, He died inigd,
andf bt wndoras oomnmifted suicide inwgyg. Before
Tk ba™ dund died, shit made perangemenis io
wirnied all heer propesty bo Thekla's tather n The
U5, hut nothing arrived, !hrf_'.md:, Lratad fior
weveral Frafs after the war (o retrieve their
kst property bul weere umsuccesful, Thekla
eweniually recenved help from the Commition

fof Art Recowery, which helped ber to find her
undle's wotin of arl and nepotiate thear retum

Ik b, the Cerman government patied a
joint declaration stating thuad eraiseims shauld
rebutn angihing in their collections fownd 1o be
leabed. Thelda™s r.:rn:l:,. wias the Test fo get back
oiects from Lermanry ursder Uhis declaation,
arud they weerne handed ower at a ceremorry af the
Erandenbueg Cate in Berbin, Thells recafls that A
v very emotional IEwas nod 2 joyous occation
it brings hack 2 tremendous feeling of sadneis,
buit abo some minos leeling of jusiice Although
the Cermuan government was urdir no legal
obsligaticn to reluam Uhe ohjects (snce the oo
declaration was a sdaternent of podoy maher than
i Lrwh, Theekda believes that il wiad an ethical and
masal thing to do. | was impressed with the
Lerman goveirimient and it gave me a sery good
festing and hedped to mend emational fences
willh | he Genman povemment and the people.”
Do b thee sige 3nd valise of Ehe alyjects in her
e s oillection, indluding The Waichsee on i
okt Far by Lowis Coninth, amd The Lute Player
by Max Klinger, the family decided 1o suction
thee it ot Sotbebey’s. Thiskla oniginally felt that
kewping army of the art in her house would be too
pairdul, bul has since cl'un-l;_;f-d Feer mand. A% 3
thank you for all he Fand el Thekli's Family
g et Georg Kalbe statue, which she ks proad
to hanee a3 a3 keepsaie,

Thekla was sl e of Fuer aumt and uncle’y
tragic hestory, bul ot ber families have come 3crods
suich knowelpclpe bnp charee. Fran Fredencl's mogher
emigraied from I::.-l_-fn'nar\-}' tothe USA. Fran Brew

had Nilked waath the US f}|:|l..||1_nu_'r|1 ol Justice in the
WS, AlLached to the clairm was a ||h|.:l[r1|5:r.||lh ol
3 pasnbng by Arselm heuerbach enlitfed Head of
o Gl whach wiis shiossn hanging on Ehee woll aof
310 ] r_;r.ml:pn:n:_'n'.':. saborr Fran marvellied that
LOETIOE h.ch'IhI:HJEI‘I! Uy Lakoe & pichume of Lhds
partscular pasntng, and deemed that it musl
have been important Lo ber grandpanents in
20, shee fibed a claim for the pamting with Uhe
HCPOL weld louned it in Beerbin's Prossien Cultural
HL'nngr.' Foundation [SPE), The SPK imestigaled
the case, confirmed that Fran's grandpaents did
indeed own the painting, and decided to phve it
back to her fnm:l:,- When Fran beard about Ehis,
shee felt justice had been achieved: T wasnt
pelting the painting Back thal maeed me, so
mich as fixing something that was wrong '

Fran's T.'l.nlll:,. discussed what todo with the
painting once it was rebumed. The painting was
walusd at $18.000 (D1o00a), and ey decid e
that i would be kagistically difficult fios them to
beep it After researching vasious options, they
chode Lo donate it to the Led Baeck Bnstilute in
Moty Yoark, witieh $Tedies Gorman lesish |||'|!H'I:"
Fran cammented That the Instlule " whe e 1he
palnting I_'q-h_'m?_-;'

For soemie, 10 ning.a walizablde woirk 1o a
e St Bk the only reasonalic Htlrlu

‘Itwasn't getting
the painting back

that moved me, so much as

fixing something
that waswrong’

todo ':|H']I'Ir:" di= Eaxlt weas srwvairdied restitution of his
family’s painting Elegant Companny Aaking Muoie
ot o Terroce by Dirk Hads (brother of Fransy His
father, a Dutch utinessman, I:ll'l;."rll'.'l1|l.- ]
l||'-"l'|!'|‘-'I|l'|-'|l|'l[-': but sokd it to the Mazi confescaton
apendy Dienstetells Muhlmann in ordes fo obtain
an &xrt visa Tod himeel! and Selney 16 moeas 1o
Arnenic b rggh, the paanting swas found in
Gemmary by the Allies and returmed to the
Metherlands as confiscatied praperty, in 1#.:...43_
Siclnry & father fibed a clairm to gel Lhe paanting
mack, bat the Dufch gowernment nejectod Uhie
Clmm snce The Sale hid Been volunlary,

Sicluiry prnisd e Dueteh armed forces during
the war and moweed Back Lo Holland e mgs in
2009, alber b Carme _'II:rI:l'.-'|-'||'|I"1l..'|III-1II'IE bothin
a oo and onling, he weas imspired Lo lrvi-ng\el
biwck his fannily's heirloom, &fter bao years of
inlensiee lobimang, which incheded consulting

e and povermment officials, a5 wedl 2%
ol aining proxdes fram all the potential heirs
agreesng that he seould Randle the matter,
Sidrey handed 3 clurm in to the Datoh Bestiuton
Commitiee. The Committes agreed that this was
adorcedd sale and vuled in tavour af retuming the
paindingto himm, Sidney w.v.ur.u':h&!,tml-n_'lu_-.u:x!
cownimerntoeg “The paanting fas an emaldnal
valuee becanse it was connecied vath my family's
degarlune froern Hollanad ‘S.ulru_':.'._al'u! fus 1'.||=||!:|.
dherichid Lo logm thee s tenmece 1o the State-un
Frams Hads Musewm in Haaderm o Lhe goveriemend
appresd 1o bend oendibons: Lthat the 1?JIII|.I!'IE
woukd hang i g promminent kocatlon and that
there would be a plague explaining its histony

When kooted nl'll]r.ﬂr;-hj-l_‘\.'_'.‘. are retumed.
the families are given back part of their heritape
and Peel 3 tense of justice. They can Ehen dedade
wihat o dowith the items and achieve dosure
fo a dark rh.'l.rll:-—r in hrstory, Many Holocaust
Lo aie diying of old ape and saon thee will
na lonper e Being bestemony bo winat hapoened
Fuarf e vor i neceds 10 B Gone 10 help kacate
tamilees and ther MISSIng e asines

The National Museum Direclors Conlerencs
has askid imaseums 10 2o theowgh thesr collections
and publshaled of obectyaath E._:n-..ﬂ'.l'q.r
prowenance frorm 19135 1o g, w0 that armane
wilby Toerthetr ndoermatson on these woels can
cormie forwand. This mitiative i weloome, but as
only 4 |r_'|I||II1E e wms oul of an estimated
2500 rrrseums in Ehe LK have so G published
Uhesr lists on the BMMDC website, we do noi haee
a1 comprehensiee audit of all UK collections. And
.|I111mr5h Ty CoLindties herve made great sirides
in establishing claimant arpanisations and in
working together Lo rewolve restitution ¢luimd,
this should also be considered a first step
T haese organisations enoou e farmulles to corme
forward and fle claimis, bul méne resouries
thould be gevoled 1o tracing Famdied wihd hane
had objects confiscated from thern. Wihen the
rightful cemers ane found, the number of daims
tiled and objects restituted will increate, and

justioe will paevail,
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